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carriage-window we could see flames as high as a house on
the horizon. It was the'Thracian village of Katrankeuy,
which was in process of being 'evacuated' by the Greeks,
We fell to talking of the massacres of Turkish civilians
perpetrated by the Greeks in Asia Minor in 1919, and again
on the occasion of their retreat; and the lieutenant told
how in Smyrna he had seen with his own eyes a local Greek
woman straddle-legged over the torn and bleeding corpse
of a Turkish civilian murdered by the Greek soldiers and
urinating on it in front of everybody, cackling with laughter
as she did so. The young second-lieutenant eyed the other
reproachfully. He obviously feared that I should report the
incident to a newspaper, whereby the world might learn
that not every Greek woman has the charm of Helen nor
every Greek soldier the manners of an Old Etonian; but I
did not report it to a newspaper, because it had been told
me 'off the record'. Still, although the Greeks did behave
with exceptional brutality in Turkey, I could have told the
young Englishman, if it would have been any comfort to
him, of cases in which, when Smyrna was retaken by the
Kemalists, and the Greek civilian population were huddled
together fearfully along the quayside, Turkish civilians went
among them, picking out here and there the men who had
ill-treated them under the Hellenic occupation and felling
them with a single blow from a club, as though they were
mad dogs.
Only brains clouded and poisoned by nationalism, the
chief programmatic form of hatred and fanaticism in our
time, would imagine that that Greek woman was defiling
the Turkish corpse or that that Turk was rendering a living
Greek into a Greek corpse simply because that fury happened
to be Greek, and that murderer happened to be a Turk.
Only he who has caught not only other people but also himself
in moments when the lid of discipline or 'culture' has blown
off the vessel which contains our emotions, only he knows
how much brutality is latent in the majority of men of every